
Inspection of Combe Pre-School
Methodist School Room, Park Road, Combe, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 8NA

Inspection date: 6 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show a strong determination to finish activities to their own satisfaction. 
They are eager and enthusiastic to learn. Staff introduce new ideas and 
experiences to encourage children to question and be intrigued. Staff use 
technology resourcefully to find and share information with the children, to 
broaden their knowledge. For example, they research what a yo-yo is and how it 
works.

Children develop close friendships. Staff sensitively help children to learn how to 
deal with frustrations in their play. Young children listen to staff's ideas about how 
to share the hoops. Children appreciate their friendships, showing care and 
compassion for each other. Staff initiate new friendships and discuss how children 
can play together. As a result, children successfully understand the rules and the 
cooperation required for group activities.

Children are extremely confident in their play environment. Staff are well deployed 
and successfully engage children in their choice of play. Younger children, who are 
new to the setting, freely explore their play space, inside and outside, to develop 
familiarity and confidence. Staff entice them to explore new experiences and decide 
for themselves what they prefer to play with.

Children enthusiastically share experiences from home. They have a growing 
respect for each other's backgrounds. Children talk to each other about their 
holidays, their families and celebrations linked to their culture and religions. They 
learn about other children's languages. Children feel highly valued, with a strong 
sense of self-worth.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children learn to be self-sufficient through routine experiences. They help 
themselves to drinks when they are thirsty. Staff encourage children to use play 
and practise within everyday tasks to develop skills for later in life. For example, 
they turn on the tap of the water container to fill their own cups with water. 
Children confidently remove shoes and put them back on before and after 
activities, such as yoga sessions. They place them neatly together to make it 
easier to find them at the end of the session.

n Staff use observations of children's play effectively to introduce them to new 
experiences. This helps to enhance their natural inquisitiveness and exploration. 
Older children explore the extensive play opportunities, enthusiastically 
transporting resources to adapt their learning. For example, they use 'pliers' to 
mend the playhouse and also to adjust the kettle in the home corner. 

n Staff have a strong understanding of how children's language develops. They 
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use simplified words for younger children and extend older children's vocabulary 
by using complex words and questions. Staff effectively manage group 
discussions to challenge children's listening skills, understanding and confidence 
to share their knowledge. Children practise using words, such as 
'transformation', 'sparkle', 'reflective', 'images' and 'energy'. They use the words 
later in their play, showing a clear understanding of new words.

n Staff extensively encourage children to explore and experiment with the world 
around them. They introduce natural materials to children's play to help develop 
their responsibility and respect for their environment. Children show 
inquisitiveness for natural processes, such as growing their own produce. Staff 
effectively link this to children's understanding of oral health and making healthy 
choices.

n Children's behaviour is managed positively. They learn to share and take turns. 
They show care towards others. For example, when their friends fall over and 
hurt themselves, they show concern and are quick to reassure them with 
cuddles. Staff are positive role models for children, supporting each other and 
using good manners.

n Overall, staff interact with children well, using the knowledge of how each child 
learns to extend, and challenge their interest, knowledge and development. Staff 
provide exciting, stimulating experiences for children, especially through child-
initiated play sessions. However, when children sit waiting for story time, staff 
busy themselves with tidying up. As a result, the effectiveness of purposeful 
learning experiences for children decreases during this period of time.

n Parents make positive comments about their children's time in the setting and 
the progress they are making. Staff share plenty of information with parents, 
either verbally, displayed, or through the electronic communication platform. 

n Managers use their wealth of knowledge, skills and good practice effectively to 
promote ongoing evaluations of staff's practice and the impact on children's 
learning and care. For example, members of the committee actively participate 
in children's play, encouraging their curiosity for how radios work and sharing 
their experiences with staff. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a robust knowledge of procedures to follow if they have a concern about 
a child in their care. For instance, they regularly discuss scenarios to test their 
knowledge of signs and symptoms of abuse. Staff have a secure knowledge of 
abuse, such as radicalisation and grooming, and can talk about how this may 
impact children. Relevant ongoing checks are carried out for staff and the 
committee to ensure that they are suitable to work with children. Children learn to 
assess risks for themselves. Staff actively remind children to look at their play 
environment and make safe choices in their play. For example, children move 
bicycles away from an entrance so that others do not fall over them.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n organise transition times between activities more effectively to provide a more 
consistent approach to purposeful learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 133487

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10288940

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 119

Name of registered person Combe Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518031

Telephone number 01993 898813

Date of previous inspection 7 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Combe Pre-School registered in 1992. It operates from the Combe Community Hub 
in the village of Combe, near Witney, Oxfordshire. The pre-school is open during 
school term time, on Monday to Friday, from 8.50am to 2.50pm for pre-school 
children, and 3pm to 6pm for children after school. The pre-school employs six 
members of staff. A manager holds a level 6 qualification. Four additional staff hold 
childcare qualifications at level 2 and 3. The pre-school is in receipt of funding to 
provide free early education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Parnell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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